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Introductions

Please take a few minutes to 
introduce yourself to your 

neighbours, where you are from, and 

share what you are REALLY 

interested in and passionate about! 



Who is Maribeth?
Proud Filipino-Canadian and North Ender from 

Winnipeg, Manitoba

University of Winnipeg & Red River College 
Alumni

Maples Collegiate: Industrial Arts / Technology 
Teacher

Seven Oaks Met School & Maples Met School: 

Learning Through Internship Coordinator

Dancer / Choreographer / DJ

Lifelong Learner



Have you

at the conference thus far...

01    | developed meaningful 
relationships?

02    | gathered relevant
information to inform and improve 

your professional practice? 

03    | been involved in rigorous
learning experiences? 



Word cloud time!

On your mobile device internet browser go to

www.menti.com

Type code: 52 34 69

http://www.menti.com


A quote from Big Picture Learning co-founder, Elliot Washor...

“Researchers have calculated the cost of society  
dropouts but have missed the significantly larger 

cost of disengaged students who graduate from 

high school but are nonetheless unprepared for 

lifelong learning and whose talents and potential 

have been sadly ignored, often because those 

talents lie outside the traditional subject matter 

focused on a cognitive/abstract curriculum.” 



Big Picture Learning

● Non-Profit organization whose 
mission is “the education of a 

nation, one student a time.”

● Founded in 1995 by Dennis 

Littky and Elliot Washor in 

Providence, Rhode Island, New 

York

● Metropolitan Regional Career 
and  Technical Center … short 

form became Met School

● Students at the center of their 

learning



10 BPL Distinguishers

1 One Student at a Time

2 Advisory Structure

3 Learning Through 
Internships

4 Parent and Family 
Engagement

5 School culture

6 Authentic Assessment

7 School Organization

8 Leadership

9 Post-Secondary Planning

1
0 Professional Development



A quote from Maples Met Student, Armandeep...

“It is something I think every person working in 
education should read and reflect on. What are 

their students actually learning? This would 

eventually produce a positive modification in the 

school structure. My advice to other people is that 

Dennis isn’t saying that BPL is the best way of 

teaching but making a suggestion of a very 

exceptional alternative to a system that isn’t 
functioning to all students’ needs.” 



Seven Oaks Met School

Maples Met School Timeline

2008

Seven Oaks Met School 

Opens in GCC

45 Students
3  Advisors
1 Principal

2012

Seven Oaks Met’s 1st 

Graduating Class

2015

Seven Oaks Met School

Opens across the street from GCC

2016

Maples Met School

Opens inside Maples 
Collegiate
60 Students
4  Advisors
1 Principal

2019
Seven Oaks Met School turns 1o!

Maples Met School’s 1st Graduating 

Class 255 Students
17 Advisors
2 Principals
1 Learning Through Internship 
Coordinator



LTI Pathway



ImBlaze: Internship Database



Learning Through Internship



Challenges
Resistance to modern model of education

Students learning how to learn
Teachers learning how to teach

Shift in classroom power dynamic

Red-tape in industries limiting internships

Supporting students struggling with mental 
health problems, mental health illness, 

disabilities and other barriers



July 22nd-25th, 2019





Questions?



Thank You!

LinkedIn: Maribeth Tabanera

E-mail: maribeth.tabanera@7oaks.org

Instagram

@sevenoaksmetschool

@maplesmet

@bigpiclearning

YouTube

Seven Oaks Met School

Maples Met

bplearning


