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Why we do what we do
✔Science and technology are reshaping our 

world

✔Enhanced scientific literacy and critical 

skills/competencies are required to prepare 

Canadian youth for future jobs and global 

citizenship demands

Our Mission:

To help children and youth fulfill their potential, 

prepare for their future careers, and become 

engaged citizens in a rapidly changing world by 

supporting their learning and engagement 

through STEM.



STEM

is everywhere in 

modern life and

is transforming

the nature of the 

workplace.



…preparing youth for their future careers.



Staying in STEM
Why should you care?

Our 2014 report noted three 

main areas of cost

• Financial

• Opportunity

• Societal



Students who opt-out of STEM face challenges:

Getting into 

post-secondary
Landing 
a first job

Growing 
their career



STEM graduates: 

• enjoy 26% higher earnings

• experience fewer career interruptions

• have shorter employment gaps



A high-performing 

economy relies on 

innovative people 

70% of Canada’s top jobs 

require STEM education

…including skilled-trades.





In the next decade, over 

a million  skilled workers 

will be needed in 

Canada…

…and skilled-trades 

increasingly require 
strong STEM expertise.



Barriers to Youth Engagement

The OECD Global Science Forum (2006) 
identified barriers to youth engagement in 
science and technology

• Lack of subject expertise

• Curriculum appearing irrelevant

• (Negative) image of science and 
scientists

• Lack of awareness of careers

• Lack of role models



This is the format of our career profiles using 

https://letstalkscience.ca/careers/heather-dover

as an example. 

https://letstalkscience.ca/careers/heather-dover


English

French

Indigenous Profiles show 

cultural diversity

We are working towards equal French content. Our focus to increase 

Indigenous representation continues.



English

Profiles show sector diversity

Our profiles showcase the connections of STEM to art, language, human services, 

skilled trades, and more. Many careers profiled are ones that youth may not have 

realized exist… and you can’t prepare for something you don’t know exists.



Professional Learning Audiences

Career Teachers and Guidance Counsellors

Aligned with the general topics of career programs across Canada. 

One or more lesson plans developed for the following topics:

• Personal Management & 
Planning

• Life Style & Aspirations

• Career Preparations

• Occupational Clusters 

• Introduction to Career 
Development

• Employability Skills

• Essential Skills

• Career Adaptability 



Some samples of the lessons we have and 

what they look like on our site.

These are accessed at 

https://letstalkscience.ca/careers/lessons

https://letstalkscience.ca/careers/lessons


Lesson Format



Classroom Teacher Audience

• Fewer teacher resources/development stage

• Mainly developing “virtual career fairs” for use in subject 
teachers’ classroom

• Goal is to help students recognize that the stuff they do in the 
classroom can link to careers

• Subject teachers have role to play in informing students about 
career options and possibilities

• Teachers are less likely to know of careers in sectors that are 
outside academia



Sample lesson of virtual career fair for use in a  Visual Arts classroom.



Sample of printable student handout sheet of 

virtual career fair for the health science sector. 

Sample collection of careers related to main areas of 

science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Earth Science)



Questions?



Craig White
Education Program Consultant

cwhite@letstalkscience.ca

Phone: 877- 474 - 4081 (press 1)

Let’s Talk Science

1584 North Routledge Park

London, Ontario N6H 5L6

@LetsTalkScience

To learn more about us, visit

www.explorecuriocity.org  

www.letstalkscience.ca

Contact Us

facebook.com/ 

LetsTalkScience


