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Wired for Innovation: Releasing the untapped   
potential of young people
Ilona Dougherty
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50% of today’s leading 
businesses will not be 
leaders within the 
next decade.
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We need everyone to 
become a problem solver.
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In one century, we have added 
more years to our life 
expectancy than in all prior 
millennia combined.
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Young people’s unique 
abilities are becoming a 
scarce resource.
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Adulthood no longer 
equals stability.
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Separation of young people 
from the world of adults.
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Fear & othering.
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Incomplete: Becoming 
versus being.
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How can we succeed together?

• Intergenerational partnerships

• Reintegrating learning & contributing

• Real responsibility
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Young people’s new ideas are 
equally important to society as 
the knowledge and wisdom we 
have to offer them.
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Create spaces where we all 
can meaningfully contribute 
and learn at the same time.
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Real responsibility equals 
real consequences and 
impact.
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